Precious Father, thank you for always being there, knowing what
is on my heart, and caring for me in ways that I cannot even
imagine. To know you, to know your promises and your coming
Kingdom's glory, I rejoice because I know my future is in your
hands! Thank you through Jesus Christ my Lord. Amen.
Adapted from Heartlight Daily Verse by Phil Ware

One Minute in the Morning
Monday
Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My
Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home
with him."
John 14:23
At many Christian funerals, the preacher emphasizes how Jesus
has left to make a place ready for us to join him in heaven. Then
he is going to come back for us. But just a few verses later, Jesus
adds this promise. He's telling us that until we can come be with
him at his place, he will come live with us here in our hearts. It all
hinges on one thing, our willingness to obey him. Not a bad deal,
is it. So let's not let obedience be a forgotten word in our lifestyle!
Holy God, I know Jesus came to earth and obeyed your will. Give
me discernment that my obedience will not simply be the
obedience of your words, but will also be the obedience of your
will. I long to honour you because you have done so much to save
me. Thank you. Through Jesus I pray. Amen.
Tuesday
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We proclaim him [Jesus], admonishing and teaching everyone
with all wisdom, so that we present everyone perfect in Christ.
Colossians 1:28
Our goal as Christians is not to obey some law, to adhere to some
set of rules, or even be followers of some discipline. Our goal as
Christians is to be conformed to the character and ministry of
Jesus. This is the Spirit's work in us (2 Cor. 3:18) and as Paul
makes clear here and in other places (Galatians 4:19) that this is
his goal in working with others.
Holy Lord, conform my heart, my words, my life, my ministry, and
my actions to those of Jesus. I want him to be my Lord, not just in
my words but also in my life. Through him I pray. Amen

Wednesday
Teach me to do your will, for you are my God; may your good
Spirit lead me on level ground.
Psalm 143:10
We want the Spirit to be at work in us to make us like Jesus. For
this to happen, we must open our heart to the will of God. There
are no greater words God wants to hear than "teach me to do your
will." That is what it means for him to be God, to have control over
our life and our will.
Almighty God, I want you to truly be God in my life. I renounce any
attempt on my part to try to manipulate or use your grace and
kindness for my benefit. I submit my will to yours. But Holy Father,
I confess that I struggle at times with my own selfish and evil
desires that lead me astray. Please forgive me when my heart is
cold and my ears are deaf to your will. Please, take control of my
life today. Through Jesus my Lord, I ask you to assert your will as
God in my life. Amen.
Thursday
Teach the older men to be temperate, worthy of respect, selfcontrolled, and sound in faith, in love, and in endurance. Titus 2:2
Worthy of respect! What a goal for our lives whether we are men
or women! Don't you want your life to reflect the character of God
because our faith expresses itself in a life of self-control. This work
of the Spirit in our lives happens only as we dedicate ourselves to
being what he is at work trying to accomplish in us.
Father, please strengthen me through your Spirit so that I may
gain better control of my passions, my speech, my example, and
my habits. Help me put to death the things that would rob me of
my spiritual passion and my influence for good to those who do
not know Jesus. Through whom I pray. Amen.
Friday

[The Lord says,] "Even to your old age and gray hairs, I am he, I
am he who will sustain you. I have made you and I will carry you; I
will sustain you and I will rescue you.
Isaiah 46:4
God will not forget us when we're in trouble or when we are old.
We may outlive our friends and be forgotten by those who know
us, but God will never leave us or forsake us. He will sustain,
carry, protect, and rescue us.
Thank you my Father, for promising to never forget me. Because
of your faithfulness to your children of old, I know you will never
forsake me. I trust that no matter where I am or where I go, you
will go with me. In Jesus name I pray. Amen.
Saturday
I lift up my eyes to the hills -- where does my help come from? My
help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.
Psalm 121:1-2
In a world of startling beauty and a universe of dazzling diversity,
our hearts are to be drawn back to the One who made it and now
sustains it. He knows us and will help us if we will believe what he
has tried so many ways to say: "I love you as my child and I care
what happens to you and those you love."
Almighty Creator, Majestic Architect and Eternal Engineer, it
absolutely bewilders and delights me to know that you care for
me. With all the things of such vast importance, I find your desire
to know and love me humbling and assuring. Today I will worship,
work, and witness while being aware of your presence and care.
Thank you, dear Father, in Jesus name. Amen.
Sunday
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again, Rejoice!
Philippians 4:4
Joy is found in the Lord, not in things. Joy is found in knowing that
he always accompanies, sustains, helps, protects, and upholds
me. How can we not rejoice?

