Give me wisdom, O tender Shepherd, on how to lead my family to
love you more. Please bless my parents, and thank you for their
faith. Please give me courage and sensitivity so that I can
effectively share your truth with my children. O God, please bless
those parents who are seeking to raise godly children who will
someday marry the children you've given me. I want my house to
be a place where you are known, appreciated, honoured, and
loved. Through Jesus I ask it. Amen.

Adapted from Heartlight Daily Verse by Phil Ware

One Minute in the Morning
Monday
You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him
who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 1 Peter 2:9
We've been picked to be on God's team, and we were picked first!
We have an important role to play in the unfolding of the world's
history. We're here to declare God's praises to those who don't
know him so they can find his marvellous light and leave their
world of darkness.
O Great Light of Eternal Hope, I praise you and thank you for
including me in your people. Now move me and empower me to
share your Gospel with others so the world might truly know that
Jesus is Lord. Through him I pray. Amen.
Tuesday
Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for
there is no authority except that which God has established. The
authorities that exist have been established by God. Romans 13:1
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Yes, there are things we don't like about our government. But God
has truly blessed us to enjoy the protection of the authorities. But
we also live in the time of some of the greatest persecution ever
known in the Christian era. So as we pray for our leaders and
thank God for our freedoms, let's not forget the persecuted church
all over the world.
O Great Deliverer, God of the Exodus, as you have shown your
power and deliverance in the past, we ask that you act today and
bless every believer who is persecuted for your sake. Show them
tenderness, healing, and protection on this day. Through Jesus we
ask it. Amen.
Wednesday
He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant - not
of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives
life.
2 Corinthians 3:6
A new covenant -- God willingly entered into a new agreement
with us, his creatures, sealed it with the blood of his Son Jesus,

and sent the Spirit to give us the power to live the life of this new
covenant. God has made a covenant of love and grace with us.
The Almighty has then turned around and made us worthy and
competent to share that covenant with others. No wonder it is lifegiving: it brings life to us and through us!
O holy and majestic God, thank you for your grace that has saved
me from sin and has redeemed me from the law of sin and death.
Thank you for sending the gift of your Son and the gift of your
Spirit so that I can live with you in a covenant of life, grace, and
love. While I confess my weaknesses, I also promise you that I will
live to honour your sacrifice, love and covenant, trusting that you
will ultimately empower me to be what you are calling me to be. In
Jesus name I pray. Amen.
Thursday
This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God's
servants, who give their full time to governing. Give everyone what
you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then
revenue; if respect, then respect; if honour, then honour.
Romans 13:6
Ouch! None of us like taxes. But we have to admit, we enjoy many
of the privileges and blessings that those taxes afford. Paul keeps
reminding us in Romans 13 that civil authorities are God's tools to
hold back anarchy, chaos, and lawlessness. As a Christian, I'm
immune to most laws because my faith in Jesus is going to
regulate my behaviour far more strictly than a legal code. But I do
have a responsibility (I owe it, Paul says) to be a good citizen, a
good financial manager, a nice respectful neighbour, and a person
who willingly honours those who have merited it.
Almighty God, I pledge allegiance to you. You alone are
Sovereign, Ruler, and King. But because you call me to honour
my government, because you have so richly blessed me to be in a
land such as this, because you have lavished your grace on me so
richly, I will live today in a way that honours my allegiance to you,
my citizenship in my country, and my respect toward those whom I
meet this day. In Jesus I pray. Amen.
Friday
He made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good
pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when
the times will have reached their fulfillment - to bring all things in
heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.

Ephesians 1:9-10
Jesus is Lord! God's plan was purposed in Christ. It centered on
Christ coming at the right time. God's plan was to bring unity in
Christ by making him Lord of all! What's more, this plan that brings
our salvation brings God great pleasure. God is the only saving
God and Jesus is both our Saviour and Lord. So the real issue we
face today is this: What area of our lives, our hearts, our secrets,
our sin, our rebellion, have we not submitted to his lordship?
O Precious Father, I know my heart can be deceitful. At times I
can even fool myself. But when I kneel in your presence and am
convicted by your Word, I find myself reminded of the areas I have
not yet fully submitted to your control and Jesus' lordship. Please,
dear Father, use the Holy Spirit to gently show and convict of my
self-deception so that I may be wholly lost in your will. Through
Jesus, Lord of lords, I pray. Amen.
Saturday
I urge, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and
thanksgiving be made for everyone - for kings and all those in
authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness
and holiness.
1 Timothy 2:1God wants us to be a praying people. But more than that, God
wants us to pray for people. The blessing of that kind of prayerful
life is that we get to live peaceful and quiet lives full of godliness
and holiness. So pray, dear friend in Jesus, pray as if world peace
depends upon it, because it does!
Majestic and Holy God, your greatness is beyond my mind to
grasp but your grace reaches me and teaches in a new way each
day. Forgive me when my prayer life has not been passionate.
Forgive me for letting my prayers focus only on what is wrong.
Use your Spirit, O God, to ignite a hunger in my soul so that I
come to find satisfaction only in you and your presence. Through
Jesus Christ and the intercession of the Holy Spirit, I pray. Amen.
Sunday
If serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for
yourselves this day whom you will serve.... As for me and my
household, we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15
While we can't speak for everyone in our family, we can commit to
what everyone in our family should desire: We will serve the Lord!

